


- page 2 -

Note from the editor
I don’t know about you but I feel I’m being catapulted through this
year… There is so much going on in the world today that time seems
to fly faster than ever. It becomes extra important to stay focussed
on God and being obedient in the midst of all of this (see the Pastor’s
Letter). 

A sure sign of these last days is the increase of the persecution of
Christians worldwide. One of the countries where this is happening is
China. Although we hear of big (state controlled) churches and many
coming to faith, there is also another reality that stands in stark
contrast to what we might pick up through the media. School
children are now commanded to hate religion. Please continue to
pray for the persecuted Church!

I hope you will enjoy the 2 testimonies in this issue and pass them on
to as many people as possible. 

Enjoy the rest of the Summer!

with thanks

Regina

Email: reggierayson@email.com
Tel. 01736794975 or 078 2729 6490

Cover page:
“But those who trust in the LORD will find new strength. 

They will soar high on wings like eagles. They will run and not grow weary. 
They will walk and not faint”. Isaiah 40:31 NLT



- page 3 -

Pastor’s Letter
Dear Friends and fellow saints

Greetings in the name of our risen Lord Jesus.  Have you ever wished
you could glimpse the future just to see what life will be - like six
months, one year or even in two years’ time?  While looking forward
in time may be impossible for us we can be sure that God not only
knows the future but holds our future in His hands.  Yet moving
forward into the future is something we cannot avoid and must do. 
It is in this moving forward that God calls us to follow Him, just like
He asked the disciples, and as He asked the people of Israel. 

Yet as I have sat thinking over past events, and placing the future
into God’s hands, my mind has gravitated to a very well-known story
in the Old Testament, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego from Daniel
chapter 3.

I am sure we are familiar with this time in history. Nebuchadnezzar
(King of Babylon) made an image of gold.  The people were given
an instruction/command on hearing the sound of the horn everyone
was to fall down and worship it.  Failing to do so would mean being
thrown into the blazing furnace. 



Enter Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  I am sure you remember
they stood when all others around them fell and worshipped the
image and because of their unswerving obedience they entered the
furnace and met with Jesus.  But what can we learn from this
narrative that may inspire us for the months ahead?

What is inside must be seen outside.  
It would have been so easy for them to agree to kneel but not
worship.  You know ‘kneeling on the outside but standing on the
inside.’  But how would anyone know what their heart was standing
for if they are kneeling just like all those around them. 
With everyone around them capitulating and taking on the
appearance of the Babylonian worldview, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego stood strong on the outside and inside.  Even though they
stuck out like a sour thumb, it did not matter.  I am sure their desire
was not to make a scene, or be the centre of attention, but to stand
on the Word of God, and the truth that had been handed down from
generation to generation.

Obedience based on the knowledge of God and His Word.
Let us not forget, the Israelites where in captivity.  As a nation they
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had disobeyed God and God had sent the Babylonians to administer
correction and judgement.  Yet the book of Daniel points to
individuals, like Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who
would not and did not follow the crowd.  Their obedience was clear,
Deuteronomy 5:7-8a - you shall have no other gods before me. 
You shall not make for yourselves an idol in the form of anything.
Deuteronomy 6:5 - Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your strength.

Our three brothers in the faith knew they had one God.  They knew,
because of the truth passed down from generation to generation,
that God demanded complete obedience to Him and His Word.

So, in the midst of everything that was kicking off and because of
their faith we read, Daniel 3:16-18 - Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to
defend ourselves before you in this matter.  If we are thrown into the
blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he
will rescue us from your hand , O king.  But even if he does not, we
want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship
the image of gold you have set up.”
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It is interesting to note that their obedience was not based on
personal blessing or outcome, but their obedience was birthed out of
a desire to demonstrate their love for God and His Word. ‘God can,
but even if He doesn’t,’ Obedience is not about what God can or will
do for us but what we are prepared to do for Him, because of who
He is.

Meeting Jesus in the Flames.
Daniel 3:19b,22b-25 - He ordered the furnace be heated seven times
hotter than usual, the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed
the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, as these
three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace ...  Weren’t there
three men that were tied up and threw into the fire, Look I see four men
walking around in the fire unbound and unharmed.

We are not told if Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego prayed for
the flames to be put out, or to be spared from the furnace.  All we
know is what they said “the God we serve is able to save us.”
But their obedience was not dependant on God’s saving power. 
Yet Jesus did not quench the flames but walked with His servants in
the flames.  And in meeting Jesus in the midst of the flames
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego also received freedom from the
furnace and demonstrated the faithfulness of God for those who
demonstrate faithfulness to Him.

My dear friends, God’s timeless truth speaks to us today.  In the
months that are ahead of us, let us walk in obedience to God and
His Word.  And in the consequences of such an obedience dare we
pray not for the fire to be put out but for Jesus to meet us in the fire.
Our world waits to see Jesus and they will only see Him as we
demonstrate a living vibrant faith.  In the days that come let there be
a proclamation of the truth and a demonstration of our faith in the
one true living God.

God, Bless You All
Your Pastor and Fellow Servant

µ
Rodney



- page 7 -

ANDY’S 
TESTIMONY

My life before coming to faith
used to be quite “worldly”.
I guess it is the right word.  
I was succeeding in most things
I tried, spurred on by a hunger
for success.  Especially during
my working career I achieved
more than I had bargained for. 

All of a sudden I was dealing with
big business and people who were
way up on the career ladder. 
With the job came the money, the
wining and dining, the fancy trips
and holidays and a lot of
networking on the golf course.

Then I got ill.  After feeling very
unwell during a business trip in
South Korea in 2003, I managed to
get home and was bedridden with
high fevers for about six weeks. 
It turned out that I had an unknown
virus which could only go away by
resting.

At that time Reggie was pregnant
with Joe who was born a couple of
months later.  After I had recovered
I noticed that there was a slight
tremor in my right hand.  Later that
year a neurologist confirmed it was
Parkinson’s disease.  Further tests
showed that he was right.  This was
an enormous blow but strangely

both Reggie and I felt a certain
calmness in our hearts.

Whilst I carried on as usual, Reggie
started looking for healing solutions.
Neither of us knew anything about
Jesus or had read the Bible so
consequently we consulted the
wrong people for healing. 

Here are just a few things I tried:
acupuncture, yoga, reiki, crystal
therapy, cell memory therapy,
angelic healing, vortex healing,
Egyptian oils etc.  I even went as
far as Brazil to try and find healing
from a medium calling himself “John
of god”.  Thank the Lord he has
been exposed recently as being a
total conman who has mislead tens
of thousands of desperate people
whilst becoming very rich himself. At
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the end of the day none of these
things worked.

The future is known only by God,
not the dead.  It's in the Bible, 
Isaiah 8:19, TLB. 
"So why are you trying to find out
the future by consulting witches and
mediums.  Don't listen to their
whisperings and mutterings.  Can the
living find out the future from the
dead?  Why not ask your God?"

In December 2011 my body went
into total meltdown and I just made
it home before Christmas.  Early on
in 2012 it became clear that I had
to stop working completely, which
actually felt like a huge relief and it

was then that I realised that I had
taken on a job that was way too
demanding and stressful and it had
nearly killed me.  We packed up
and sold our house in Holland and
moved to Cornwall on the 1st of
September 2012 with our two
children Rosie (11) and Joe (9) and
our little dog Billie.  Soon we found
another house in Camaret Drive and
became the new next door
neighbours of Irene and Edward
Tanner.  At that time I was wrestling
with Parkinson’s Disease a lot.  I was
having sleepless nights caused by
fear and anxiety.  The only way to
get through the night was by
hanging on a kitchen chair watching
TV whilst Reggie was by my side on
the sofa.  My body was stiff and
sore and I needed my arms
stretching constantly with the help of
others. 

And then there was that visit to Fore
Street Chapel that changed
everything.  Irene invited us to come
and join the congregation on a
Sunday morning in March 2014.
Reggie and I decided to go.  
We were just burnt out from the
stresses of my condition and we
were spiritually hungry.  So far,
there had been absolutely nothing
that had helped me get or feel
better so what was there to lose.
When we walked into the church,
the singing had already started.

Occult
God forbids involvement with
any aspect of the occult.  It's in
the Bible, Deuteronomy 18:9-13,
NIV. "When you enter the land the
Lord your God is giving you, do not
learn to imitate the detestable
ways of  the nations there.  Let no
one be found among you who
sacrifices his son or daughter in the
fire, who practices divination or
sorcery, interprets omens, engages
in witchcraft, or casts spells, or who
is a medium or spiritist or who
consults the dead.  Anyone who
does these things is detestable to
the Lord."
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We sat down and immediately
there was this overwhelming feeling
of relief.  The words in the hymns
were very comforting and powerful.
It was as if the Lord was talking to
me, whispering, “It’s alright,
everything is going to be ok”. 
Both Reggie and I had tears
streaming down our faces.  We
were deeply touched.  This is what
we had needed all along.  After the
service there was such a warm
welcome of many people that we
both decided that this is where we
want to be on Sundays. 

We got to know people and
especially Rodney, who came to visit
us regularly and pray with us,
fighting demons in the middle of the
night.  After a while I was able to
sleep in bed again and fear and
anxiety eventually left me. 

On the night of the 28th of June
2014, Rodney came to pray with us
and both Reggie and I gave our
lives to Jesus.  It meant total
surrender.  Reggie stripped the

house of all the Buddha statues and
threw them in the skip along with
new age books, crystals from Brazil
and other stuff.

That was the moment when my old
life was gone and my new life
began.  Later in the year we did
the Alpha course with Rodney and
when it got to the marriage bit
Rodney asked if there was a reason
for us not being married.  There
wasn’t a real reason.  We just
thought that living together was ok. 

But during the weeks leading up to
Rodney’s question about marriage
Reggie and I were thinking about it
a lot.  We didn’t tell each other at
the time but found out later.  So it
was during the Alpha course that I
asked her to marry me.  
And she said “Yes”.

Then we learnt about the meaning
of Baptism and decided we wanted
to be baptised before our wedding
on the 9th of May 2015.  So on
Easter Sunday we were baptised in
the sea on Porthgwidden beach. 
In the meantime I started studying
the Bible and found it to be an
amazing book.  
From reading the Bible, questions
arose and we decided to start a
house group which is still being led
by Rodney.  This is a wonderful time
of studying the Bible and
bombarding Rodney with questions.
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We absolutely love it. 

Since our salvation we have seen
God do amazing things in our life
and in the lives of other people. 
We have been at healing meetings
where we have witnessed instant
miracles.  We have prayed for
people who then came to faith,
which is by the way still the biggest
miracle.  We have experienced how
God provides in many ways. 

In the meantime my condition slowly
deteriorated to the point where I
needed a lot more help, so the Lord
blessed us with a team of great
carers.

Swallowing became a problem and
in December 2018 I started to get
chest infections.  The chest infections
turned into full blown pneumonia
and on the 11th of January.  I was
rushed off to hospital in a critical
condition.  Reggie and Joe came
with me whilst Rosie held the fort at
home.  At 4am in the morning the
doctor told them that it was highly
unlikely that I would survive.  They
stayed by my side day and night.
People were praying everywhere.
Then after a week things seemed to
stabilise a bit.  However, a couple
of days later I was hit with another
infection and found myself back in
an extremely critical condition.
Reggie and the family were called
up to the hospital as my time was

running out.  I had also asked for
Rodney and Irene to be there and
as my beloved family stood there in
a circle around my bed Irene
started singing.  They all held hands
and sang several beautiful hymns.
The nursing staff and visitors of
other patients stopped with what
they were doing and listened.  
I desperately wanted my Mum to
give her life to Jesus because I
wanted to see her again in Heaven.
So I asked her and she said “Yes”.
She did it there and then. 

I told everybody to go home and
not to be sad.  The next morningI
felt a lot better and from that
moment I was going from strength to



Congratulations 
to 4 wonderful ladies who have celebrated 

their special birthdays this year: 

Pat (70), Beryl, (98) Barbara (80) and Olive (90)!
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strength.  All in allI stayed at the
hospital for 3.5 months.  During that
time the saints were praying for
which I am extremely grateful.

And then I finally made it home. I
had beaten all the odds.  My lowest
weight at Treliske was 45kg but is
now 61kg.  I am cared for day and
night by wonderful carers and my

family.  I thank the Lord every day
for his faithfulness and helping me
through life’s challenges.  He is an
amazing God. And, oh yes,
yesterday I walked 100 meters all
on my own in the grounds of
Tregenna.

µ
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A Special Thank You
Dear Carol,

Thank you so much for packing a
shoebox for a child.  Thanks to
people like you we have been
able to reach more than 10.6
million children and as a special
thank you, we wanted you to be
amongst the first to see our ‘hot off of the press’ Operation
Christmas Child Global Special Report.

Your shoebox means so much to a child.
Each year we are privileged to distribute shoeboxes like yours
to children around the world. It’s such a humbling experience to
see the smiles these shoebox gifts bring.

"When we met with Faith again months after she received her
shoebox we noticed that she had kept it in perfect condition under
her bed. Asking her why she explained with a timid smile that this
was the first thing she had truly owned for herself. To her it was
such a precious gift that the actual shoebox meant as much to her
as its contents!"  National Leadership Team Member - Liberia

Your gift goes so much further.
Amazingly our research shows each shoebox on average
impacts the lives of six children.  As they share their gifts and
share their smiles their happiness radiates to those around them.
Whole communities can be blessed that someone they have
never met cares enough to do this for them and so the impact
grows.

This is the start of something truly wonderful.
The amazing journey that begins with a shoebox is only possible
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due to your generosity.  Did
you know it can lead to so
much more than you may have
ever expected?

"A while ago we gave a young
girl at a sanatorium in Ukraine
a shoebox and asked her if she
wanted prayer for anything.

She looked down longingly at
her feet and replied that she
wanted to be able to wear
shoes like all the other girls. Her
feet had been deformed since
birth.  We prayed for her but
didn’t see her again until months
later when she bounced into our
centre to help us hand out boxes
to other delighted children.

She was wearing shoes!  She
informed us that she had kept
on praying and one day she
had woken up and her feet were
less crooked, she could now feel
like all the other children!" 
Regional Team Leader - Ukraine

When your shoebox is linked
into Samaritan’s Purse work on
the ground, building
communities to support
children, providing clean water
where needed alongside a
whole range of other activities,
it really does become the start
of something truly wonderful
and transformative.

µ
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MY TESTIMONY

AND BAPTISM

On June 30th I was baptised in
the sea at Porthgwidden. Why?
That question came from quite
a few friends and family
members and I hope this
testimony explains my decision. 

After all, I had already been
baptised (age 2 months and 1
week) and confirmed in the Church
of England when I was 14 having
been instructed in the Church
Catechism.  On that day I promised
to be Christ’s servant forever.
Unfortunately I became a rather
poor servant and although in my
head, I never lost faith, I could
never open my heart to the Lord
until ...

Saturday June 14th 2014 was a
very hot, sunny day.  It was the last
day of our holiday on Lundy Island
before the evening sailing back to
Ilfracombe.  I was somewhat
apprehensive as I was due at Bristol
Southmead Hospital on Monday for
an operation to treat advanced
prostate cancer, but I then
experienced an overwhelming
feeling to leave my family and
friends in the shade for a seat in a
very quiet spot by an old fisherman’s
cottage, now a holiday let.

I felt strange, as if I was in a
bubble.  The little birds around me
appeared still and silent, as did the
grasses and wildflowers, despite the
breeze.  The waves on the sea
seemed motionless.  In the distance
the mainland was very clear and
sharply outlined.  I felt a warmth in
my body, a feeling of comfort and
peace.  Then came the tears as a
flood - I don’t know for how long –
but afterwards I really felt I was a
new person, strong and confident
that everything would be alright. 

I knew then that at last my heart
had been opened to let Jesus in!
My past transgressions had been



washed away and I had a very
clear vision of a wonderful future.
The operation was a success and I

started attending Fore Street that
autumn.  I listened to God’s word
each week and received great help
from the Alpha course, so that 5
years later I was ready to be
baptised. 

“Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit he cannot enter
into the Kingdom of God” (John
3v5). Thank you Jesus. Thank you
for saving me!

Michael
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CHURCH 
needs 

YOU
At our last chapel AGM back
in March it was agreed among
the members that attended
the meeting, that we should
set up an ‘outreach’
committee to meet and
develop ideas to engage in
more active outreach within
our community and half a
dozen people or so
volunteered to commit to this
planning group. 

There is no doubt that the
Christian Church is facing
challenges that will only increase in
the days to come and so we need
to be prepared to step out of our

comfort zone and our comfortable
church buildings and become much
more active in our sharing of the
gospel message with our family
members, our friends and the
community in which we live.

Now you might be reading this and
feeling a sudden sense of panic and
you may even be saying to yourself;
“umm no, I can’t possibly be
involved in mission and outreach,
that’s not for me.”  Well the good
news is that God doesn’t generally
expect you to do it on your own!
God blesses us with the love,
support and fellowship of fellow
Christians and we are most
effective when we work together.
All of us who are Christians are
loved by the same Father,
redeemed by the same Saviour, and
empowered by the same Holy
Spirit.  The apostle Paul is clear that
when we accept Jesus as our
personal Lord and Saviour, then we
are brothers and sisters in Him and
no matter where we are from,
whatever our background, our
culture, or our personal history.
We are joined together with other
believers of all races and
nationalities as the body of Christ,
we are one family and what is
more, we are GOD’s family.  
Nicky Gumble explains the concept
beautifully ... “The church is not
an organisation that we join, but
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rather it is a family to which we
belong”

One of the challenges of modern
day evangelism (and something that
will influence the effectiveness of
our outreach), is how do we get
people to understand that they are
loved by God if they have never
experienced love?  If they do not
understand love then they will have
great difficulty in comprehending it?
It is much easier to understand the
concept of love if we have
personally experienced it!  When
we accept Jesus as Lord and
Saviour, we are adopted into a
family of people who have a ‘love’
relationship with God and with
each other.  Church doesn’t and
can’t function as a random
collection of individuals.  it has to
be family.  The early church were
effective witnesses because they
loved each other and they loved
the community in which they lived
and we are called to love in the

same way today, to become a group
of people, a faith community who
deeply and genuinely and actively
‘love each other’ and who share
that love more widely beyond our
church family.

Why though am I talking about the
importance of family in the light of
my opening paragraph about us
planning and preparing for wider
opportunities of outreach?  
Well, quite simply it’s to encourage
us as ‘church family’ to challenge
ourselves about our capacity and
ability to love our community
enough to be prepared to step out
of the comfort zone of our chapel
buildings and be prepared to ‘GO’.
This may be hard for us to grasp
but there really is no excuse for us
not ‘getting involved’ in some way,
in the ministry of the local church.
We each have a role to fulfil within
its missional calling, we are ALL
called to do something, and our age
or physical ability should not and
cannot be used as an excuse.  God
is always up to date and current



and so ensures that his Church is
equipped with everything it needs
to complete the work to which he
calls us. Nothing at all is left to
chance!  

In his letter to the Corinthian
Christians, Paul writes that they
each have a gift that is to be used
to benefit the body of Christ in
advancing the Kingdom of God, “A
spiritual gift is given to each of
us so that we can help each
other.”(1 Corinthians 12:7).  

Further on in chapter 12, Paul
explains the body of Christ being
like that of the human body and
the importance of the different
parts of the human body and how
they all have their own individual
role and purpose to play in
maintaining the wellbeing of the
whole,“all of you together are
Christ’s body, and each of you is
a part of it”’ (1 Corinthians 12:27). 

In other words, if you are someone
who has made a personal
commitment to trust in Jesus as
Lord and Saviour then you belong
to the family of God and you have
a role that you need to fulfil!  

Now of course we are not all
called to be preachers, teachers or
evangelists but we are all called to
witness to the power of Jesus at
work in our lives, and this is where
the encouragement of those with
whom we regularly meet together
as church family, helps us.  

Jesus was quite specific when he
left his disciples with the task of
reaching out, “I have been given
ALL AUTHORITY in heaven and
on earth.  Therefore, ‘GO and
MAKE DISCIPLES of all the
nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and the Son
and the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew
28:18-19 NLT).   

If, as church, we are going to be
able to organise events that give us
opportunity for outreach and if we
are hoping to be at all effective in
more widely serving our local
community, then we are going to
need more people who are willing
to work together and not just leave
it to a handful of people who may
already be committedly involved in
local ministry.  
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I ask this question of myself and of
each of us ...

Where am I with Church? 

• Am I integral - right in the
centre of church family life?

• Am I skirting - on the borders
of church life, in attendance
but non commital and nearly
out the door?

• Or, am I distant - prodigal and
out of sight?

I remember seeing posters in times
past of the famous USA ‘Uncle
Sam’ recruitment slogan but
instead of it saying “Your Army
Needs YOU” they read ‘Your
church needs YOU!’ and yes, Jesus’
church does need you! 

As church we are stronger and we
shine brighter and I want to take
this opportunity to encourage
those of you who perhaps regularly
attend FSMC on a Sunday, but that
is the extent of your commitment,
and you certainly don’t think you
can be used by God in mission.
Well, you are wrong and you are
needed!  I ask you to think about
ways in which you can serve as
part of the outreach ministry of
the church?  Look at the events
that may be happening in upcoming
months and seriously think about
and most importantly pray about
them.  Talk to someone you trust

within our church family and ask
that person what they think are
your specific gifts (remember we
are all gifted in something!) and will
you be prepared to offer those gifts
to support some aspect of the
church’s outreach and ministry?  

Remember we can’t expect people
to willingly come through the
doors of our church ‘building’ as
quite often this is just too alien and
far too frightening for Mr and Mrs
Jo Public.  The imperative is that we
reach OUT to them, that we look
at ways to serve our local
community because we love them
and because we seek to obey Jesus’
last great commission.  One further
thing that I would say about getting
involved in the missional outreach
and ministry of the church is that it
is invariably great fun, so be
prepared to laugh! 

Sarah Cashmore µ
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CHINESE PRIMARY SCHOOLS INDOCTRINATE 
CHILDREN TO HATE RELIGION

As part of their curricula, the young are taught at schools
that believing in God is abnormal; teachers encourage them

to report on their religious relatives.
by Wang Anyang

Since the adoption of the new
regulations on Religious Affairs last
year, which, among other things,
prohibit children from attending
places of worship, schools around
China have adopted unprecedented
measures to keep students away
from the matters of faith. The
grooming of atheists starts at an
early age - from kindergartens and
primary schools.

The policy has resulted in
predicaments for many families:
children are taught to oppose their
religious relatives, they suffer great
psychological stress out of fear that
their parents or loved ones could be
arrested because they go to church.
Families share their experiences with
Bitter Winter.

Teacher says that Christianity is
a xiejiao

A Christian woman’s son who
attends primary school found a
leaflet about Christianity at home.
“My teacher says that Christianity is
a xiejiao. If you believe in it, you will
leave home and not take care of me.

You might set yourself on fire, too,”
said the boy with worry.

He then took out from his bag a
school textbook, Morality and
Society, and showed his mother its
content related to xiejiao.  The text
also explains how to resist such
religious groups. “The teacher told us
during class that xiejiao groups are
so terrible,” he said, asking his
mother to tear up the religious
leaflet.

The CCP has branded the religious
groups that grow rapidly and are
not under its control as xiejiao,
which are severely prosecuted.
Quite often, though, authorities use
the label of “heterodox teachings”
to crack down on Christian house
churches and other religious groups
that are not on the list of the
xiejiao.  The practice, it seems, has
infiltrated schools as well, to
manipulate and confuse young
students. Questions about xiejiao
are also included in the final exam
for primary schools.



The content related to “resisting
xiejiao” has been included in the
primary school textbook Morality
and Society.

Fearing to cause trouble for her son
and herself, the mother hid all
religious symbols and other items
related to her faith. However, this
still did not ease the tensions with
her son.

A month later, when her son found
another religious leaflet in his
mother’s bag by chance, he angrily
took a fruit knife from the kitchen
and fiercely poked several holes in
it.  Holding the pierced through

leaflet on the knife, he threatened
his mother to give up her faith,
because “Christianity is a xiejiao,”
and she “mustn’t believe in it.”

The woman was shocked by her
son’s aggressive behavior.  How
could her once innocent and
obedient child become so warped?
What exactly had the school
indoctrinated her child with?

“Before starting school, I told my
child about God’s creation, and he
believed it. But after being taught at
school, my child is like a different
person. In atheistic China, these pure
and innocent children have been
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taught to hate God,” the Christian
woman said bitterly.

The boy’s schoolmate said that he is
now scared of seeing people from
xiejiao groups self-immolating since
a teacher told the class that some
are prone to doing that.

Children encouraged to report
on their parents

In late April, a primary school in
Xinzheng city in the central province
of Henan held a meeting for
students on how to oppose religion.
A headteacher told the students to
be atheists and never believe in the
existence of deities. “If your mom
goes to church and believes in God,
she doesn’t want you as her child
anymore,” the teacher threatened.

Another primary school teacher in
Xinzheng showed students an
animated anti-religion propaganda
film, in which believers are depicted
as black monsters.  The teacher also
told students that religious people
might hex them and that they should
report to the police any believers
they encounter.

A student’s parent in the school said
that her son didn’t oppose her
belief in religion initially, but after
some classes, he started behaving
entirely out of character, actively
opposing his mother reading
religious books. Parents of another
student revealed that she feels
scared, fearing that the police will
take away her Christian mother.

Students at a primary school in
Linzhang county, in the northern
province of Hebei, were required to
supervise their parents to make sure
they don’t participate in any
religious activities. As a result, a
student urged his Christian father
not to believe in God because it
was abnormal and dangerous. “It
leads to a dead end. If you attend
gatherings, you will be arrested,”
the boy said with worry.

WITH SPECIAL THANKS AND CREDITS

TO BITTER WINTER.

[Bitter Winter was launched in 
May 2018 as an online magazine 

on religious liberty and 
human rights in China.] µ

From Derek Thomas MP, to Irene Tanner, 25th July 2019
Re: Christian persecution.  Excerpt:

“The U.K. has always championed freedom of religion or belief for
everyone.  We proudly shoulder the responsibilities of fighting for the
rights of persecuted religious groups abroad.  An estimated third of the
world’s population suffers from religious persecution. 
Christians make up around 80% of that third, and each month 345 are
killed for faithrelated issues.”
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QUOTE FROM
RECAPTURE THE

WONDER
BY RAVI ZACHARIAS

“In the 1950s kids lost their
innocence.  They were liberated
from their parents by well-paying
jobs, cars, and lyrics in music that
gave rise to a new term -the
generation gap.

In the 1960s, kids lost their
authority. It was a decade of
protest-church, state, and parents
were all called into question and
found wanting.  Their authority was
rejected, yet nothing ever replaced
it.

In the 1970s, kids lost their love. It
was the decade of me-ism
dominated by hyphenated words
beginning with self. Self-image,
Self-esteem, Self-assertion ... It
made for a lonely world.  Kids

learned everything there was to
know about sex and forgot
everything there was to know about
love, and no one had the nerve to
tell them there was a difference.

In the 1980s, kids lost their hope.
Stripped of innocence, authority
and love and plagued by the horror
of a nuclear nightmare, large and
growing numbers of this generation
stopped believing in the future.

In the 1990s kids lost their power
to reason. Less and less were they
taught the very basics of language,
truth, and logic and they grew up
with the irrationality of a
postmodern world.

In the new millennium, kids woke
up and found out that somewhere
in the midst of all this change,
they had lost their imagination.
Violence and perversion entertained
them till none could talk of killing
innocents since none was innocent
anymore.”

µ
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So many members of FSMC take on roles that are sometimes
unseen and often thankless so to everyone who does their bit,

Pianists
Cleaners

The Choir
Stewards
Preachers

Our Pastor
Music Group
The Organist

Worship Leaders
Our minibus drivers
Home Group leaders

Our pastoral/link team
Junior Church

Teachers
Those who make

cakes
Door Stewards/

Welcomers
Those who put the

bins out
Our sound and 

screen techs
Property maintenance

team
Those involved in

youth work
Those who read the

scripture
Those who turn the

heating on

The coffee teams and
distributors

All involved in Lunch
Club and Tweenies
Those who prepare

the church for
worship

Flower arrangers 
and those who deliver

them 
Those who open 
their homes to 
host meetings

Those who bring 
our communion bread

and juice
Our magazine editor

and those who
contribute items

Those responsible for
our website and
Facebook page

Those who pray; at
home groups, at the

prayer meeting
Those who participate
in the services in our

local care homes
Those who make a
point of speaking to

visitors or new people
All council members,

especially the
secretary and the

treasurer
Those who produce
our weekly news-
sheets and design 

our posters
Those who organise
prayer days or who

pray regularly in their
own homes

To one and all, a
tremendous 

THANK YOU!  
It makes our

fellowship so special. 
Anyone feeling they

would like to take part
in one of these

ministries, please see
one of the stewards
for more details on
how to get involved.

If we've missed you out, then we do apologise!
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WISE WORDS

“If God is your co-pilot, swap seats!”

Plan ahead - it wasn't raining when Noah built the Ark.

When you get to your wit's end, you'll find God lives there.

Photons have mass? I didn't even know they were Catholic!
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DISTRICT CHAIRMAN 
and TITULAR SUPERINTENDENT

REV.  STEVEN WILD Tel: 01872 272514 

PASTOR
PASTOR RODNEY ORR, 

4 Tregenna Terrace, St Ives, 
TR26 2DL.    

Tel: 01736 798530

CIRCUIT STEWARD 
MRS SARAH CASHMORE, 
Tel: 01736 796971

CIRCUIT TREASURER 
MR TONY ROWE

Tel: 01736 798385 

SECRETARY
MR DAVID LUSH

Tel: 01736 757581

JUNIOR CHURCH
ANITA SAINT/HANNAH JEFFERIES

CHURCH STEWARDS 
MR CLIVE ASHBY

Tel: 01736 794360
MR PHIL COLE

Tel: 01736 796616
MR MIKE ROWE,

Tel: 01736 794727
MRS PAT SPENCER, 

Tel: 01736 794678

PROPERTY STEWARD
MR MELVYN VEAL, 

Tel: 01736 798197

PROPERTY SECRETARY
MRS SARAH CASHMORE, 
Tel: 01736 796971

DATA OFFICER
MR PHIL COLE

Tel: 01736 796616

FORE ST LADIES’ 
FELLOWSHIP

MRS EMILEEN WILLIAMS,
Tel: 01736 798460

MEN'S ASSOCIATION
MR MELVYN VEAL, 

Tel: 01736 798197 

METHODIST HOMES 
FOR THE AGED

THE PASTOR

OVERSEAS MISSIONS 
GILL MEYERS, 

Tel: 01736 756978

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
CAROL NEVE, 

Tel: 01736 794396

WOMEN’S NETWORK 
SECRETARY

MRS EMILEEN WILLIAMS, 
Tel: 01736 798460

LOCAL PREACHERS
1990 - MR ANDREW CASHMORE,

Tel: 01736 796971
1995 - PASTOR KEN BASSETT, 

Tel: 01736 797289
2018 - MR ROB MANLEY,

Tel: 01736 796035
1998 - MR GRAHAM TREVORROW.

Tel: 07527 795 674 
1998 - MR TONY ROWE

Tel: 01736 798385
2010 - MRS IRENE TANNER, 

Tel: 01736 796156

FSMC Responsibilities



INTERNET & SOCIAL MEDIA

Have you looked at the website yet? 

www.fsmcstives.org.uk 
This is where you find the chapel news and notices, or listen to a
sermon, and so much more.  There is a full up-to-date calendar of
FSMC events and you can even download a copy of this magazine

and save it to read on your tablet or computer.  
The website is also great to look at on your mobile phone, too!

There are also links to the blog and to social media so you can
follow all the events that take place whether you are on 

holiday at home or abroad, or simply wish to keep in touch.  

Fore Street Methodist Church

@fsmc_stives
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Wednesdays @ 2.00pm
Andy and Regina - M/W

at 5 Camaret Drive

Wednesdays @ 7.30pm
Josh and Laura

M/W Young People
for info call Josh on 07791 530 118

Alternate Thursdays @ 7.30pm
Carol Neve - M/W

at Santana, Alexandra Road

Alternate Thursdays @ 7.30pm
Phil and Christine - M/W

at Trelyon Avenue

Alternate Thursdays @ 7.15pm
Sarah Cashmore - W
at Trygva, Carthew Way

(alternating Thursdays with Phil & Chris)

Thursdays @ 7.30pm
Alan and Lesley - M/W

at Treganhorne, 
Gwel-an-Gwheal Crescent

HOUSE GROUPS
(W - Women, M - Men, M/W - Mixed)



SEPTEMBER
15th Harvest Festival

18th Harvest dinner at the 
Old Quay House

20th Big Breakfast 
in aid of CRUK

28th Marriage and
Relationships Meeting

OCTOBER
5th Faith and Mental Health

Awareness Day in Truro

NOVEMBER
Carol Practices in Fore
Street Sunday School 
each Sunday afternoon in
November at 2.30pm

3rd Christmas Shoebox
Sunday

9th Safeguarding training

10th Remembrance Sunday

DECEMBER
1st First Sunday in Advent

5th Carol Service at St Uny,
Lelant at 7.00pm

14th Carol Service at 
FSMC 7.00pm

16th Carol Service, 
Old Cornwall Society, 
Junior School at 7.00pm

22nd Nativity and 
Carol Services

25th Christmas morning service

26th Boxing Day Soup 
and Swim
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SEE FORE STREET METHODIST CHURCH WEBSITE

FOR THE LATEST UPDATES: 
www.fsmcstives.org.uk
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REGULAR SERVICES
AT FORE STREET

Sunday
10.45am Morning Worship
11.00am Junior Church

6.00pm Evening Worship
Tuesday

7.30pm Prayer Meeting
Wednesday
10.00am Tweeny Tots (Term-time)

2.15pm Ladies’ Fellowship (Times and dates TBA)

7.15pm Men’s Association (Times and dates TBA)

Thursday
12-2.00pm Thursday Lunch Club 

(Offering fabulous home made soups, 
cakes and tea/coffee with great fellowship - 
Last orders 1.30pm)

Friday
7.30-9.00pm Friday Youth Club (October to April)

House Groups
see page 25

Please see the weekly news sheet for any extra meetings
"Let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and 

good deeds.    Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another."
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NOTE FOR VISITING PREACHERS
Bible readers for the service can be organised with members from the fellowship.    

Please contact a steward prior to your service 
if you would like to make this arrangement.

[c] - Holy Communion
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If you are leading our services and would like to contact the pianist 
regarding choice of hymn book or songs, please contact :

Mrs Alison Ashby – 01736 794360,   Mr Philip Cole - 01736 796616
Mrs Katrina Geraghty - 01736 756685,   Mrs Irene Tanner – 01736 796156

Mr Alan Thomas - 01737 798278
If you would like to go on the plan as a door steward, pianist or worship leader, 

or can offer a musical item, please see one of the stewards.
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For Infant Thanksgiving/Dedications, Weddings and Funerals:
In the first instance, please contact Pastor Rodney Orr (01736 798530) regarding the
proposed date, time and his availability.  
For any of these special services he will meet with the family concerned to talk over the
arrangements, taking into account any wishes for another/others to be included in part of
the service.  Local Funeral Directors are aware of this procedure and can make initial
contact on behalf of a family.
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Fore Street Methodist Church
is a member of the Evangelical Alliance

As a member it agrees to adopt the 
Evangelical's Statement of Faith which is as below: 

BASIS OF FAITH
We believe in ...   

1 The one true God who lives eternally in three persons - the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit.   

2 The love, grace and sovereignty of God in creating, sustaining, ruling,
redeeming and judging the world.   

3 The divine inspiration and supreme authority of the Old and New
Testament Scriptures, which are the written Word of God - fully
trustworthy for faith and conduct.   

4 The dignity of all people, made male and female in God's image to love, be
holy and care for creation, yet corrupted by sin, which incurs divine wrath
and judgement.   

5 The incarnation of God's eternal Son, the Lord Jesus Christ-born of the
Virgin Mary; truly divine and truly human, yet without sin.   

6 The atoning sacrifice of Christ on the cross: dying in our place, paying the
price of sin and defeating evil, so reconciling us with God.   

7 The bodily resurrection of Christ, the first fruits of our resurrection; his
Ascension to the Father, and his reign and mediation as the only Saviour of
the world.   

8 The justification of sinners solely by the grace of God through faith in
Christ.   

9 The ministry of God the Holy Spirit, who leads us to repentance, unites us
with Christ through new birth, empowers our discipleship and enables our
witness.   

10 The Church, the body of Christ both local and universal, the priesthood of
all believers - given life by the Spirit and endowed with the Spirit's gifts to
worship God and proclaim the gospel, promoting justice and love.   

11 The personal and visible return of Jesus Christ to fulfil the purposes of
God, who will raise all people to judgement, bring eternal life to the
redeemed and eternal condemnation to the lost, and establish a new
heaven and new earth.


