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Pastor’s Letter
Dear Friends and fellow saints

In this day and age it is interesting that people claim to hear many things
speak and many varied voices. But if you mention that you hear the voice
of God, people think you are a bit strange, that you’ve lost some of your
marbles or need help because you hear voices.

Yet if we hold to the truth that the Bible is packed from beginning to end
with the truth that God communicates with His creation, then why is it so
strange to say that we hear God speak. Is it that we do not know the voice
of God? Have we been taught that the only one who speaks to, and hears
from God, is the ordained person at the front? Whatever reason we give
for not hearing the voice of God we must let the truth set us free – John
10:16,27  “I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring
them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and
one shepherd…….My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they
follow me.”

So what is the voice of God Like…..

Revelation 10:3 - He gave a loud shout like the roar of a lion.
Job 40:9 - God’s voice thunders
Ezekiel 43:2 - Like the roaring of many waters
Daniel 10:6 - voice like the sound of a multitude
Revelation 4:1 - Voice like a trumpet

God’s voice is loud. It demands a listening ear. It cannot be ignored. It
cannot be drowned out. It is majestic, powerful and commands respect. Let
us be clear on this, we have the choice to listen or not but it cannot be
ignored and God will never force us to listen, but that does not mean His
voice is any less Majestic and powerful

Luke 3:22 - a voice came from heaven.

God’s voice is far and above all other voices because He alone is the God
of Heaven. The King of kings and Lord of lords speaks, the Creator God
speaks, the God of all gods communicates. Now while He is high and far
above us that does not mean He is unaware of our daily struggles.

Genesis 1:3 - it is a creative voice
Genesis 6:12-14 - It is directive
Ezekiel 37:1-10 - words of direction, creation and life Ø



Matthew 8:23-ff - It is a calming voice
Mark 5:34 - It is a healing voice
John 11:43 - Jesus Speaks the words of life
Mark 5:9-ff - power of the spiritual realm
John 14:1 - a voice of comfort
1 Kings 19:12 - a gentle whisper

While the voice of God is majestic, powerful and demands attention yet in
our day to day lives God knows what we need. Our world can throw up
many things and so God speaks words of healing, direction, life, truth and
deliverance over us to help us in our situations. He is that gentle voice
calming and comforting when our hearts are heavy and we think we
cannot go any further. God has the words of creation and therefore He
has the words to recreate. Only God can take a mess and turn it into a
message. 2 Corinthians 5:17 – therefore if anyone is in Christ he is a new
creation, the old has gone the new has come.

Our God speaks today. He is a God who loves to communicate. Hebrews
3:15 – tells us ‘today if you hear his voice do not harden your hearts as
you did in the rebellion’. Let us be a people who hear what our loving
God is saying and be the kind of people who not only hear God, but
speak His words of truth into any situation. May God bless you all as we
seek to be the people He wants us to be and the bearers, listeners and
proclaimers of the truth we hear Him say.

God Bless You All
Your Pastor and Fellow Servant
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Rodney
If you are leading our services and would like to contact the pianist regarding

choice of hymn book or songs, please contact :-

Mrs Alison Ashby – 01736 794360
Mr Philip Cole - 01736 796616

Mrs Katrina Gerraghty - 01736 756685
Mrs Irene Tanner – 01736 796156

If you would like to go on the plan as a door steward, 
pianist or worship leader, or can offer a musical item, 

please see one of the stewards

µ
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In the time of Herod King of Judea
there was a priest name Zechariah,
who belonged to the priestly
division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth
was also a descendant of Aaron.
Both of them were upright in the
sight of God, observing all the
Lord’s commandments and
regulations blamelessly.  But they
had no children, because Elizabeth
was barren and they were both well
along in years.

Once when Zechariah’s division was
on duty and he was serving as
priest before God, he was chosen
by lot, according to the custom of
the priesthood, to go into the
temple of the Lord and burn
incense.  And when the time for the
burning of incense came, all the
assembled worshipers where
praying outside.

Then an angel of the Lord
appeared to him, standing at the
right side of the altar of incense.
When Zechariah saw him, he was
startled and gripped with fear.  But
the angel said to him; “Do not be
afraid Zechariah, your prayer has
been heard; your wife Elizabeth will
bear you a son, and you are to
give him the name John.  He will be

a joy and delight to you, and many
will rejoice because of his birth, for
he will be great in the sight of the
Lord.  He is never to take wine or
other fermented drink, and he will
be filled with the Holy Spirit even
from birth.  Many of the people of
Israel will he bring back to the Lord
their God.  And he will go on
before the Lord, in the spirit and
power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of
the fathers to their children and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the
righteous – to make ready a people
prepared for the Lord.”

Zechariah asked the angel, “How
can I be sure of this?  I am an old
man and my wife is well along in
years.”

The angel answered. “I am Gabriel,
I stand in the presence of God, and
I have been sent to speak to you
and to tell you this good news.  And
now you will be silent and not able
to speak until the day this happens,
because you did not believe my
words, which will come true at their
proper time.”

Meanwhile, the people were waiting
for Zechariah and wondering why
he stayed so long in the temple.
When he came out, he could not

Luke 1:5-52

THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

AND JESUS FORETOLD

Ø
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speak to them.  They realised he
had seen a vision in the temple, for
he kept making signs to them but
remained unable to speak.

When his time of service was
completed, he returned home.  After
this his wife Elizabeth became
pregnant and for five months
sheremained in seclusion.  “The Lord
has done this for me,” she said.  “In
these days he has shown his favour
and taken away my disgrace
among the people.”

In the sixth month, God sent the
angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town
in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to
be married to a man named
Joseph, a descendant of David.
The virgin’s name was Mary.  The
angel went to her and said
“Greetings, you who are highly
favoured!  The Lord is with you.”

Mary was greatly troubled at his
words and wondered what kind of
greeting this might be.  But the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid
Mary, you have found favour with
God.  You will be with child and
give birth to a son, and you are to
give him the name Jesus.  He will be
great and will be called the Son of
the Most High.  The Lord God will
give him the throne of his father
David, and he will reign over the
house of Jacob forever; his kingdom
will never end.”

“How will this be” Mary asked the
angel “since I am a virgin?”

The angel answered, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the holy one to
be born will be called the Son of
God. Even Elizabeth your relative is
going to have a child in her old
age, and she who was said to be
barren is in her sixth month.  For
nothing is impossible with God,”

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary
answered.  “May it be to me as you
have said.” Then the angel left her.

At that time Mary got ready and
hurried to a town in the hill country
of Judea, where she entered
Zechariah’s home and greeted
Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard
Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped
in her womb, and Elizabeth was
filled with the Holy Spirit.  In a loud
voice she exclaimed “Blessed are
you among women, and blessed is
the child you will bear!  But why am
I so favoured that the mother of my
Lord should come to me?  As soon
as the sound of your greeting
reached my ears, the baby in my
womb leaped for joy.  Blessed is
she who has believed that what the
Lord has said to her will be
accomplished!”

*********** 

Ø
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Every birth is a miracle, and every
child is a gift from God.  But 20
centuries or so ago, there was the
miracle of miracles. A baby was
born, but he was the Son of God.
The Gospels tell of this birth. But Dr
Luke, as though we were the
attending physician, provides most
of the details surrounding this
awesome occasion.  With divine
Father and human mother, Jesus
entered history – God in the flesh.

Luke affirms Jesus’ divinity, but the
real emphasis of is book is to show
Jesus’ humanity – Jesus the Son of
God, is also the Son of Man.  The
book of Luke tells Jesus’ story from
Luke’s unique perspective of a
Gentile, a physician and the first
historian of the early church. As a
doctor, Luke was a man of science,
and as a Greek, he was a man of
detail.  It is not surprising then that
he begins by outlining his extensive
research and explaining that he is
reporting the facts (Luke 1:1-4).  

Though not an eyewitness of Jesus’
ministry, Luke is nevertheless
concerned that eyewitness accounts
be preserved accurately and that
the foundations of Christian belief
be transmitted intact to the next
generation.  In Luke’s Gospel are
many of Jesus parables.  In
addition, more than any other
Gospel, it gives specific instances of
Jesus’ concern for women.

As a medical doctor, Luke knew the
importance of being thorough.  He
used his skills in observation and
analysis to thoroughly investigate
the stories about Jesus.  His
diagnosis?  The gospel of Jesus
Christ is true!  You can read Luke’s
account of Jesus’ life with
confidence that it was written by a
clear thinker and a thoughtful
researcher

A Jewish priest was a minister of
God who worked at the temple,
managing its upkeep, teaching the
people the Scriptures and directing
the worship services.  At this time
there were about 20,000 priests
throughout the country – far too
many to minister in the temple at
one time. Therefore the priests were
divided into 24 separate groups of
about 1,000 each, according to
David’s directions (1 Chronicles
24:3-19).

Zechariah was a member of the
Abijah division, on duty this
particular week.  Each morning a
priest was to enter the Holy Place in
the temple and burn incense.  Lots
were cast to decide who would
enter the sacred room, and one day
the lot fell to Zechariah.  But it was
not by chance that Zechariah was
on duty and that he was chosen that
day to enter the Holy Place –
perhaps a once in a lifetime
opportunity.  God was guiding

Ø
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the events of history to prepare the
way for Jesus to come to earth.

Zechariah and Elizabeth didn’t
merely go through the motions in
following God’s laws, they backed
up their outward compliance with
inward obedience.  Unlike the
religious leaders whom Jesus called
hypocrites, Zechariah and Elizabeth
did not stop with the letter of the
law.  Their obedience came from
the heart and that is why they are
called “upright in the sight of God.”

Luke refers to the third person of
the trinity, the Holy Spirit, more than
any other Gospel writer.  Because
Luke also wrote the book of Acts,
we know he was thoroughly
informed about the work of the
Holy Spirit.  Luke recognised and
emphasised the Holy Spirit’s work in
directing the founding of
Christianity and in guiding the early
church.  The presence of the Spirit is
God’s gift given to the faithful for
special tasks.  We need the Holy
Spirit’s help to do God’s work
effectively.

Both Zechariah and Elizabeth were
faithful people, and yet they were
suffering.  Some Jews at that time
did not believe in a bodily
resurrection, so their hope of
immortality was in their children.  In
addition, children cared for their
parents in their old age and added
to the family’s financial security and

social status. Children were
considered a blessing, and
childlessness was seen as a curse.
Zechariah and Elizabeth had been
childless for many years and at this
time, they were too old to expect
any change in their situation.  They
felt humiliated and hopeless.  But
God was waiting for the right time
to encourage them and take away
their disgrace.

Zechariah thought it incredible that
he and his wife at their old age,
could conceive a child.  But what
God promises, he delivers.  And
God always delivers on time!   You
can have complete confidence that
God will keep his promises.  Their
fulfilment may not be the next day,
but they will be ‘at their proper
time’.  If you are waiting for God to
answer some request or to fill some
need, remain patient.  No matter
how impossible God’s promises may
seem, what he has said in his word
will come true at the right time.

The birth of Jesus to a virgin is a
miracle that many people find hard
to believe.  These three facts can
add to our faith:-

1. Luke was a medical doctor and
he knew perfectly well how
babies are made.  It would have
been just as hard for him to
believe in a virgin birth as it is
for us and yet he reports it as
fact. Ø
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Ø

2. Luke was a painstaking researcher who based his Gospel on eyewitness
accounts.  Tradition holds that he talked with Mary about the events he
recorded in the first two chapters.  This is Mary’s story, not a fictional
invention.

3. Christians and Jews who worship God as the creator of the universe,
should believe that God has the power to create a child in a virgin’s
womb.

God’s announcement of a child to be born was met with various
responses throughout scripture.  Sarah, Abraham’s wife laughed (Gen
18: 9-15), Zechariah doubted.  In contrast, Mary submitted.  She
believed the angel’s words and agreed to bear the child, even under
humanly impossible circumstances.  God is able to do the impossible.
Our response to his demands should not be laughter or doubt, but
willing acceptance and obedience.

µ

Pause for thought …

Deliver Christ to the World
“I WORK ... USING CHRIST’S GREAT STRENGTH THAT WORKS SO POWERFULLY IN ME.”

Colossians 1:29
The virgin birth is more, much more, than a Christmas story; it is a
picture of how close Christ will come to you. The first stop on his
itinerary was a womb. Where will God go to touch the world?  Look
deep within Mary for an answer.
Better still, look deep within yourself. What he did with Mary, he offers
to us!  He issues a Mary‐level invitation to all his children.  “If you’ll let
me, I’ll move in!”…
What is the mystery of the gospel?  “Christ in you, the hope of glory.

(Colossians 1:27 NIV) 
Christ grew in Mary until he had to come out. Christ will grow in you
until the same occurs.  He will come out in your speech, in your
actions, in your decisions.  Every place you live will be a Bethlehem,
and every day you live will be a Christmas.  You like Mary, will be
delivering Christ into the world.

© MAX LUCADO
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ONE TO REMEMBER
We’re getting near to Christmas,

There’s lots of things to do.
There’s cards to write and gifts to pack

To friends both old and new.

We’ll think about the good old days
When Father Christmas came

And left a shiny penny,
And a tangerine and game.

Ø



We’d have a lovely dinner, - 
Turkey, Yorkshire, spuds and sprouts

And a home-made Christmas pudding, 
With mince pies, without a doubt

And nuts and dates, oh what a treat, 
And paper chains were hung,
Then someone played piano,
And Carols would be sung.

Let’s think about the Christ child
As He in the manger lay,

And remember that without Him,
There would be no Christmas Day.
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A Special Hymn
A preacher was completing a temperance sermon; with great expression
he said, "If I had all the beer in the world, I'd take it and throw it into the
river."
With even greater emphasis he said, "And if I had all the wine in the
world, I'd take it and throw it into the river."
And then finally, he said, "And if I had all the whiskey in the world, I'd
take it and throw it into the river."  He then sat down.
The song leader then stood very cautiously and announced with a smile,
"For our closing song, let us sing Hymn number 365: "Shall We Gather at
the River."
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DOES MY RELIGION LOOK BIG IN THIS?
The Problem

The Apostle Paul really loved putting sporting references in his letter.  He
speaks of gladiator fights, wrestling, climbing, weightlifting and running.
One of the strongest images in his letters is when he compares faith and
life to a race. If Paul was right and the life of faith is a race, many of us
reach the halfway point and too sure if we can make the finishing line; it
just seems so hard and we are so tired.

When the race gets hard and we feel we are far from the finishing line, all
too often we find it easier to slip into the ritual and the routine of religion
rather than to move closer to and receive more from God.  A relationship
with a living being needs attention to maintain and sustain it.  The church
“seems to start up all right and runs a few yards, and then it breaks down.
They are trying to run it on the wrong juice.¹” We have taken what is the
most powerful and life-changing message and have carefully sanitized it.
Made it easier and more palatable.

We have sterilized Jesus and reduced the impact of His message.

We’ve made Him respectable, easy and tame by giving Him a shave,
cutting His hair, and placing Him in a snappy suit with polished shoes.

Jesus was rough and wild, living on people’s sofas, spending His time with
those the church of His day turned its back on.  In reality He offended
nearly everyone He met – He called religious people hypocrites and told
the rich to give away their wealth.  He was an incredible rebel who spoke
out against injustice, organised religion and prosperity.  Jesus spoke out
against religion?  How can that be?   He’s a religious person Himself…isn’t
He?

Jesus didn’t come to start a new religion but to give all people hope for a
new future.

Hope in the middle of our struggles, mistakes and doubts.

Hope for lives that can be little more than wearing a mask and trying to
pretend everything’s OK.

Jesus didn’t come to lock people into more rules but to liberate them into a
living, breathing relationship with God.  Jesus was all about showing Ø
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people that God could and would be present with them.   John Ortberg
writes in “God Is Closer Than You Think,”  The central promise in the Bible is
not “I will forgive you.”  The most frequent promise is “I will be with you.²”
It’s this that Jesus comes to reveal: not the distant God from whom we need
forgiveness – although this is central to our understanding of sin – but that
God is first and foremost, WITH US.

Religion

People can talk about not being into religion but still affirm their
admiration of Jesus.  Sometimes they may even describe themselves as “just
not that religious”, or say something like “I was once very religious but am
not now”, while at the same time admitting they quite like Jesus.  What
they often mean by ‘religion’ is a life based on visiting a religious building
and performing some religious activities, sometimes involving singing and
sometimes not!

What do we mean when we use the word ‘religion’?   The implications of
the word have changed over the years.  Once there was a really exciting
meaning before the usage that we have now slipped into.

Firstly the initial meaning of the word ‘religion’ comes from the Old French
and Latin word religio(n) meaning obligation, bond, or reverence.  But it’s
the Middle English word that should excite, as its original meaning was “life
under monastic vows” or, as some would say, “new life under prayer.”  A
‘religious’ life was a life that thrived under prayer, a life coming alive in
prayer.

Sadly, when we speak of religion today, it tends to have a negative
connotation.  When people accuse us of “being religious” they are not
talking about an exciting life of prayer, all too often they are referring to
the practices and rituals that we engage in.  Today’s religion is often about
going through the motions of faith without letting the real substance touch
us.  The very practices that are meant to aid us in developing our
relationship with God and Jesus, become the things that get in the way of
that relationship.

It’s a bit like getting a beautiful ornate frame to put round a valued
painting and then spending so much time treating and polishing the frame
that the picture inside becomes dusty, faded and forgotten.  Gradually the
frame becomes the focus and the painting is lost to us. Ø
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Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not
see.  This is what the ancients were commended for.  By faith we

understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that
what is seen was not made out of what was visible.   Hebrews 11:1-3
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We can do the same with our faith by simply turning up to church week
after week and going through the motions.  Church can be a ‘religious’
activity, or a ‘relationship’ activity.  The same is true of our Bible study,
worship and community relationships.  This distorted meaning of the word
“religion” is hardly positive.  It is more about ritual and process than about
something life-giving.

Many of the religious activities we take part in have their roots in assisting
us to encounter and make space for God in our lives, and have helped
many people to do just that.  These practices may well have grown out of
a deep experience of God, and are not bad things in themselves.  The
problem comes however, when we just go through the motions and rely on
“religion” to bring us closer to God, without engaging in seeking God with
our whole heart and allowing Him to disrupt our activities as we meet with
Him.

So what is “religion” and what is real faith?  Religion is about bad people
becoming better; faith in Jesus is about dead people coming to life!

One is based upon the Saviour but is a twisted, manipulated form of the
truth.

The other is life in abundance, based not on what you do, but on the one
whose help you have accepted.

It is possible for someone to attend worship, hear the stories, and even
pray, yet never know the life-giving reality that is found in Jesus.  You
could say it is possible to believe in Jesus yet miss the point of Christianity.

“Religion” is ultimately the idol we use to control the uncontrollable.  Jesus
knew and understood this fully. This is why He challenged the Pharisees so
much during His time on earth. Let’s make it clear; we often speak of the
Pharisees as the bad guys, but they weren’t.  These were people who
loved God and passionately wanted to live out the Torah.  But their zeal

Religious people mistakenly think that they are saving people from
such things as a fruitless life, sinful sex, bad relationships, unholy
humour, wayward churches, evil birth control, and what they call

‘strange fire.’
However, religion never saved anyone…

Mark Driscoll

Ø



for the Torah had become codified into a set of rules for maintaining a
connection to God rather than the life-changing fuel it should have been!

Jesus isn’t about rules, but about bringing us life in our death.  Where are
we dying?  In our addictions, our broken relationships, in our depressions,
anxieties, lies.  It’s in these areas that God wants to be involved in bringing
life, and life in all its fullness, wholeness and richness – a life now bursting
with joy and celebration in its broadest sense.

Jesus has done everything we need to enable us to have this relationship
with Him.  We don’t need “religion” or religious practices in any form to
obtain a relationship with Him.  

The cross is a cross of grace, not a cross of obligation on our part.

So on the one hand you could say that knowing God requires no effort
from us; we don’t need to do anything but accept it.  But on the other hand
Jesus says to those of us who realize there is a relationship to be had that
we now need to join Him in picking up our own cross and following Him.

We don’t need “religion”, but we do need to follow, which leads us to
sacrifice.

Lord God, help us to leave behind anything that isn’t helping our
relationship with you.   Holy Spirit bring to the surface any religiosity
that hinders and blinds us to the wonders of a personal relationship
with your Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Free us from the traditions that
restrict us and limit our understanding of the surpassing greatness of
our Father God.   Fill us to overflowing with love for those around us
who are hindered from seeking a relationship with you because of
their experiences of ‘religion’ and enable us, we pray, to shine with the
love and light of Christ.

Amen

This is what Jesus meant when He told Nicodemus that He needed to be
born again.  His religion was killing him; he was striving to be the best
religious leader he could and it was killing him.  Jesus told Nicodemus that
he needed to be brought to new life.

- page 20 -
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INTERNET & SOCIAL MEDIA

Have you looked at the new website yet? 

www.fsmcstives.org.uk 
This is where you find the chapel news and notices, or listen to a
sermon, and so much more. You can even download a copy of this

magazine and save it to read on your tablet or computer. The
website is also great to look at on your mobile phone, too!

The website also has links to the blog and social media so you can
follow all the events that take place whether you are on holiday at

home or abroad, or simply wish to keep in touch. 

Fore Street Methodist Church               @fsmc_stives
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MARK 4:1-12
JESUS TELLS THE PARABLE OF THE FOUR SOILS

Again Jesus began to teach by the lake.  The crowd that gathered around
him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while
all the people were along the shore at the water’s edge.  He taught them
many things by parables, and in his teaching said, “Listen!  A farmer went
out to sow his seed.  As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the
path, and the birds came and ate it up.  Some fell on rocky places, where
it did not have much soil.  It sprang up quickly, because the soil was
shallow.  But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they
withered because they had no root.  Other seed fell among thorns which
grew up and choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain.  Still other
seed fell on good soil.  It came up, grew and produced a crop, multiplying
thirty, sixty or even a hundred times.”
Then Jesus said.  “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”
This is arguably one of the most significant stories Jesus told, which is why
it is inserted between two urgent instructions.  Both the verbs listen and
hear are in the imperative mode. They are not invitations or declarations.
They are commands, and no other parable in this Gospel is framed at both
ends with an order to listen.  Jesus couldn’t have made it more clear that
he was saying something of immense importance, yet he deliberately spoke
in such a way as to veil his meaning.  What was going on?
Jesus knew what lay ahead.  He knew that his word and work would
polarise and divide.  He knew that many who eagerly sought him now
would fall away, some deeply discouraged or disenchanted, others
disapproving or even hostile.  An easy sign-up was the last thing he
needed to offer - something often forgotten in our enthusiasm to ‘sell’ the
gospel.  Most of the scribes and Pharisees were incapable of listening to
the spirit - the cumulative effect of a lifetime of decisions, small and big.
Jesus’ reference to Isaiah 3 is a pronouncement of God’s judgement on
such people.  But those who yearned to know and understand God, who
had an inner sense that Jesus was somehow the key to this, were listening
with heart, head and soul.  Perhaps this story was designed for them.
Without doubt this assessment of how God’s word would be received wasp
primarily intended for the inner core of the disciples.
It is so important for us to listen and keep listening.  But how do we do this?
We can quarantine time to read the Bible, to pray and to meet with other
discilples.  But the essential precondition is humility, for it is this that enables
us to recognise and welcome God’s love.

© ALISTAIR CAMPBELL µ
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I read the following in the weekly magazine of 'The River' church in
Bristol and felt it worthy of a wider audience. I have asked David Roles
if we could share it in our chapel magazine.

Blessings, William T.

* * * * *

DAVE - WRITING FROM THE UPPER ROOM

Today as I write. I am conscious of the 14th anniversary of the most visible
expression of the devil’s hatred of the Western world, which until recent
years had been predominantly Christian.

I write of course of the 9/11 atrocity and murder of the innocents.  This
remains a defining moment in history where, on reflection, our world
leaders reacted with human force and resource, resultant in multiple
conflicts across the Middle East.

Throughout history, man has attempted to deal with the ‘spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places.’  Sadly, they do the same, even with the
documented hindsight of minimal success.

The ‘spiritual wickedness’ can only be effectively countered with the
invisible ‘Spiritual weapons’ we read of in Ephesians 6.  It is true that we
sometimes have to go to war in order to gain peace, but only after a clear
mandate from God.  This mandate will become clear when the people of
the nations cry out to HIM for mercy, forgiveness then direction.

To act prematurely is foolish.

A remnant remains, albeit, sadly often worn, torn, scruffy, dirty, tired and
hopeless.

Prayer initiatives, charisma and evangelistic outreach, (Good though they
often are) parallel to ritual, routine, dreariness and lack of hope in the
wider church has all but given the enemy the upper hand.

But because of His great love for us, GOD who is rich in mercy made is
alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by
grace you have been saved.  Ephesians 2:4,5

Ø
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I certainly do not want to be part of a church or a nation where the ‘tail is
wagging the dog.’

The divestment, devolution and dilution of all things Godly and wise in our
country has seen a rapid abandonment of God given direction, decency,
trust, security and wellbeing.

The fault lies with US, the church.  We have stood by and let it happen.

How then can we, in a politically incorrect, multi-cultural, multi-faith society
ever hope to achieve this?

WORSHIP!  The church needs to get back to understanding and
appreciating HIM and applauding HIS greatness, works, power and love.

Too long the church has settled for BBC ‘Songs of Praise’, we need to rise
up, not with anger, violence, civil disobedience, and the works of the
‘natural reaction of mankind’, but to get off our seats, weep with each
other as we unitedly mourn for the losses we have suffered.

The Lord reminds US again, “Then the LORD appeared to Solomon (the
wisest man ever) by night (when the rest of the world was asleep!) and
said to him ‘I have heard your (Solomon’s) prayer, and have chosen this
place for Myself as a house of sacrifice.  When I shut up heaven and there
is no rain, or command the locusts to devour the land, or send pestilence
among my people!’”

God has always known the hearts of men, He knows everything, and knows
that periodically He will have to do these things to get our attention.

We are in a period of the no rain (spiritually as a nation) resulting famine
and dryness (spiritually as a nation), locusts (the “take, take” attitude in the
nation) and pestilence (contamination in the hearts of the people).

It is against this backdrop that the God of mercy, our Heavenly Father
says “If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves,
and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.  Now MY
eyes will be open and My ears attentive to prayer made in this place.”  (2
Chronicles 7, NKJV).

So we do this nationally, we worship HIM in the beauty of His holiness,
humbly recognising our need of Him, praying for forgiveness, then trusting

Ø
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HIM to do HIS work and turn our nation around.

We honour and respect our leaders and say, “Dear Prime Minister”, The
war waged against the west is rooted in “the spiritual hosts of wickedness
in the heavenly places.”  Please for the sake of this day and future
generations, call a ‘National month of Prayer for the Nation.’  Dare to be
a Daniel, dare to stand alone, let people spit and fume, and then see the
Lord honour you for honouring HIM! We pray for the Queen, for you, your
cabinet ministers and the heads of government departments.”

A MORNING PRAYER
Lord help me say today…

Only what is true,
Only what is kind,

And only what is necessary
With God’s help,  I will.      Amen.

µ
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For Infant Thanksgiving/Dedications, 
Weddings and Funerals:

In the first instance, please contact Pastor Rodney Orr
(telephone: 01736 798530) regarding the proposed date, time and
his availability.   For any of these special services he will meet with

the family concerned to talk over the arrangements, 
taking into account any wishes for another/others 

to be included in part of the service.   
Local Funeral Directors are aware of this procedure and can 

make initial contact on behalf of a family.

NOTE FOR VISITING PREACHERS
Bible readers for the service can be organised with members
from the fellowship.   Please contact a steward prior to your

service if you would like to make this arrangement.
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Church Notices ‐ Some Bloopers!
• The pastor will preach his farewell message, after which the choir

will sing, "Break Forth Into Joy." 
• The eighth‐graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in

the church basement on Friday at 7.00pm. The congregation is
invited to attend this tragedy. 

• Let us join David and Lisa in the celebration of their wedding and
bring their happiness to a conclusion. 

• Don't let worry kill you off ‐ let the church help.
• The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to make calls on

people who are not afflicted with any church.
• At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be "What is

Hell?". Come early and listen to our choir practice.
• Announcement in the church bulletin for a National PRAYER &

FASTING conference: "The cost for attending the Fasting and
Prayer conference includes meals."



- page 28 -

And something cheeky…
Seniors and Exercise - God’s Goodness

And God looked down upon seniors:  
most seniors never get enough exercise he thought.

So, in His wisdom, God decreed seniors would become forgetful, 
they would have to search for their glasses, their keys and other misplaced
items, thus moving around more!
And God saw this was good.

Then God saw that there was yet another need.
So God in His wisdom, made seniors lose co-ordination so they would drop

things, which would require them to bend and reach and stretch.
And God looked down and saw this was good.

Then God considered the functioning of senior bladders and decided in His
wisdom, there should be calls of nature more frequently requiring more walking
to the relief station, which would burn calories.
And God looked down and saw this was good.

Seniors were obliged to exercise more from these shortcomings and, as a result,
did become more active.

So if you find you are required to get up and down more as you age,
remember it is God’s will and in your best interest, even though you mutter

under your breath ... “Amen!”
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‘No Wonder He Is King’
BY BILLY GRAHAM, FROM ‘WHERE I AM’

When asked, "Where is Heaven?" Billy Graham has wisely replied,
"Heaven is where Jesus Christ is, and I'm going to Him soon." 

The greatest promise ever given to the human race came from the lips of
our Redeemer when Jesus said, "Let not your heart be troubled; you
believe in God, believe also in Me...I go to prepare a place for you...I will
come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be
also" (John 14:1–3). Just after his ninety–fifth birthday, Mr. Graham
proclaimed with resolve, "When I die, tell others that I've gone to my Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ-that's where I am."

The King’s Eternal Reign: The Cradle, The Cross, and The Crown

The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of... Christ, and He
shall reign forever and ever!  Revelation 11:15

No wonder He was a Carpenter.  Cradled in a manger made of wood, He
brought Christmas joy to the world at His birth.  He is Jesus.

Nailed to an old rugged cross and lifted up to die for sin, He brought
Easter glory to the world by His resurrection.  He is the Saviour.

Coming again as the Branch of righteousness, He will bring an Ø
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everlasting kingdom and will reign in power.  Behold!  His name is the
Branch.

Why Branch? At the time of Jesus’ birth, the royal line of David - from
which He came - had dried up in Israel. But He would still be King, for
Branch is a title for Messiah and speaks of fruitfulness. The prophet Isaiah
said, ‘There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a Branch
shall grow out of his roots.’ - Isaiah 11:1

When Jesus stepped down from His eternal throne, He came as Servant -
the Vine of the Vinedresser - who brings life. The Child from Heaven had
royal blood in His veins, though He was born in a stable. But when He
comes back,   the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David.
And He will reign... forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end. -
Luke 1:32–33.   This is why the prophet Zechariah prophesied that the
Messiah would come from David’s royal lineage and said, ‘Behold, the Man
whose name is the BRANCH’  Zechariah 6:12    No wonder the Branch will
then say,   I am... your King. - Isaiah 43:15

It is hard to grasp that a King would serve, but this is no ordinary king. This
is Jesus, whose Father proclaimed, “I am bringing forth My Servant the
Branch.” He will be gloriously crowned. He will sit on His righteous throne
and “from His place He shall branch out” (Zechariah 6:12) - to serve.

How will He serve? He will harvest His bounty - souls to fill Heaven.

No wonder the Bible has a lot to say about roots, seeds, branches, and
vines - and trees. I can’t help but wonder what went through the mind of

Ø
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Jesus as He worked in the carpenter’s shop, filled with varied woods
harvested from the forests. We certainly know that He spoke of trees to
illustrate truth as He walked the valleys and hills with His disciples.

Nearly every biblical writer wrote about the trees. Perhaps this is why
Ezekiel described the coming kingdom this way:

Trees of all kinds will grow along both sides of the river. The leaves of
these trees will never turn brown and fall, and there will always be fruit on
their branches... They [will be] watered by the river flowing from the
Temple. The fruit will be for food and the leaves for healing. - Ezekiel
47:12.   This is certainly a picture of the coming King: from the root of
Jesse, from the seed of David, whose name is Branch. No wonder Jesus
called Himself the true Vine - I am the vine; you are the branches. John
15:5, for eternal life flows from the vine to the branches. This is Heaven’s
family tree.

No wonder Jesus found strength as He kneeled among the olive trees in the
garden of Gethsemane, at the base of the Mount of Olives. On this
mountain, overlooking Jerusalem, Jesus taught His disciples to pray. This is
where He wept over the city. This is where He will plant His feet when He
comes back in glory.  

Then His kingdom will branch out - just as the crown of a tree, by its
branches, covers a great area. The Branch protects and hovers over His
own, and His beauty shall be like an olive tree. - Hosea 14:6

Years ago I preached a sermon titled “The Cradle, the Cross, and the
Crown.” But there is no greater sermon than what is found in Isaiah when
He prophesied the tremendous life of the Lord Jesus Christ.   The Babe
would be named Immanuel, God with us. - Isaiah 7:14

Jesus was born among His very creation, and it isn’t hard to imagine the
animals bowing in reverence as they welcomed the Child who would be
King into the world.

Isaiah wrote:   For He shall grow up... as a tender plant, and as a root out
of dry ground… He was wounded for our transgressions. - Isaiah 53:2-5

And He died with a crown of thorns piercing His brow. But Job wrote:
There is hope for a tree,  if it is cut down, that it will sprout again, And that
its tender shoots will not cease. - Job 14:7
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The world thought they had conquered the King of the Jews when they
crucified Him, but Peter wrote that while Jesus bore our sins in His own
body “on the tree” (1 Peter 2:24), the seed would live again - and He did.
No wonder the Branch is coming back to reign (Isaiah 9:7).   This is eternity
- it is coming. 

Revelation is a book that thrills the heart. It is a book of action because its
message calls out to mankind with repetition: Behold! And come! Why?
There is something magnificent to behold that is yet to come! The apostle
John is told, [Come up here - come and see!] Behold, the Lion of the tribe
of Judah, the Root of David. - Revelation 5:5).

Then we’re told that Heaven will come down and to hold fast till the Lord
comes. The nations will gather and come to worship Him. No wonder the
Spirit tells us to come; let him who thirsts come drink, and the Lord
proclaims,

Behold, I make all things new. - Revelation 21:5   Behold!

The marriage of the Lamb has come. - Revelation 19:7  Come!

Gather together for the supper of the great God. - Revelation 19:17

Where does the King want us to come? Home. This little word come is filled
with eternal promise. I suppose that is why I have always been drawn to
the song that closed most of our evangelistic crusades:  And as thou bidst
me come to Thee, O Lamb of God, I come, I come. ~ Charlotte Elliott, “Just
As I Am Without One Plea”

Jesus gives us His words:  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning
and the End... who is and who was and who is to come. - Revelation 1:8

I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things... I am the Root
and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star. - Revelation
22:16

He who testifies to these things says, surely I am coming quickly. -
Revelation 22:20

He sends out a mighty promise:  He who overcomes... I will write on him My
new name. - Revelation 3:12

The Bible says, He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are
with Him are called, chosen, and faithful. - Revelation 17:14 Ø
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The chosen are those who have received Him as personal Saviour. When
we are with Him for eternity, we will inherit a new address - Heaven - and
it is all the address we’ll need. We will also inherit our new names. And we
will eat the fruit from the Vine of the tree that possesses eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

No wonder He came - that we might come.

The great revelation for me is to know that when the Lord calls me home,
where I am then, is where He will be, waiting in the place He has
prepared from the beginning. This is the Eternal Reign of the Great I Am. 

No wonder He is King!

I am He who lives... and behold, I am alive forevermore. - Revelation 1:18

EXCERPTED WITH PERMISSION FROM WHERE I AM BY BILLY GRAHAM, COPYRIGHT THOMAS NELSON.
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REGULAR SERVICES AT
FORE STREET

Sunday
10.45am Morning Worship
11.00am Junior Church

6.00pm Evening Worship
6.00pm* New Wave Service

* (1st Sunday of each month)

Monday
6.15-7.30pm Good News 5-10 years 

(contact Irene Tanner 796156)

Tuesday
7.30pm Prayer Meeting

Thursday
12-2.00pm Thursday Lunch Club (Offering fabulous

home made soups, cakes and tea/coffee 
with great fellowship - Last orders 1.30pm)

Wednesday
10.00am Tweeny Tots (Term-time)

2.15pm Ladies’ Fellowship (Times and dates TBA)

7.15pm Men’s Association (Times and dates TBA)

Friday
7.30-9.00pm Friday Youth Club (October to April)

HOUSEGROUPS
Wednesday 7.30pm Lorna’s (Santana, Alexandra Road)

Wednesday 7.30pm Young Men’s Bible Study 
(1 Alexandra Row - see Nathan for details)

Wednesday 8.00pm Young Women’s Bible Study 
(Trygva, Carthew Way - see Sarah for details)

Please see the weekly news sheet for any extra meetings
"Let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good
deeds.   Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of

doing, but let us encourage one another."



Fore Street Methodist Church
is a member of the Evangelical Alliance

As a member it agrees to adopt the 
Evangelical's Statement of Faith which is as below: 

BASIS OF FAITH
We believe in ...  

1 The one true God who lives eternally in three persons - the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit.  

2 The love, grace and sovereignty of God in creating, sustaining, ruling,
redeeming and judging the world.  

3 The divine inspiration and supreme authority of the Old and New
Testament Scriptures, which are the written Word of God - fully
trustworthy for faith and conduct.  

4 The dignity of all people, made male and female in God's image to love, be
holy and care for creation, yet corrupted by sin, which incurs divine wrath
and judgement.  

5 The incarnation of God's eternal Son, the Lord Jesus Christ-born of the
Virgin Mary; truly divine and truly human, yet without sin.  

6 The atoning sacrifice of Christ on the cross: dying in our place, paying the
price of sin and defeating evil, so reconciling us with God.  

7 The bodily resurrection of Christ, the first fruits of our resurrection; his
Ascension to the Father, and his reign and mediation as the only Saviour of
the world.  

8 The justification of sinners solely by the grace of God through faith in
Christ.  

9 The ministry of God the Holy Spirit, who leads us to repentance, unites us
with Christ through new birth, empowers our discipleship and enables our
witness.  

10 The Church, the body of Christ both local and universal, the priesthood of
all believers - given life by the Spirit and endowed with the Spirit's gifts to
worship God and proclaim the gospel, promoting justice and love.  

11 The personal and visible return of Jesus Christ to fulfil the purposes of
God, who will raise all people to judgement, bring eternal life to the
redeemed and eternal condemnation to the lost, and establish a new
heaven and new earth.




